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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MessaceE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Single copies es ..20 
History 40 
Complete set $2.25 


Megiddo  ineans 


“a place of troops,” 
—Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. 
“a place of God.” 


—Young’s Analytical Concordance. 


Geographically, Megiddo was and is a 
town in Palestine, located at a strategic 
point, demanding heavy fortification; for 
Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting 
North and South. Always, supremacy there 
has been the envy of the world, and the 
prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo 
through a solid mountain range is the one 
means by which this avenue between con- 
tinents may be traversed. 

In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 


READY 
FALL ISSUE 


Children’s Doings 
A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 


It’s Clever, Entertaining, Instructive! 





Did you get one new subscriber for 
the MessaceE last week? If not, why not? 
Try again. Try harder. God may crown 
your efforts with success. 


“The harvest home of God will come 
And after toil and care; 

With joy untold your sheaves of gold 
Will all be garnered there. 


Then day by day along your way, 
The sceds of promise cast 

That ripened grain from hill and plain, 
Be gathered home at last.” 

















The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price -50 


Bible Story Color Book 


Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price 50 





A Lesson from a Dove 


Dear Sister. 

“This world” so I recently read, “affords 
most pleasure and profit to him who makes 
it his servant and never permits it to become 
his Master. It is only while keeping the world, 
with all its passions, pleasures and temp- 
tations, beneath our feet that we are safe. 

I have seen the bird of prey in chase of 
the timid dove. The dove knew that the hawk, 
in making its attack, must swoop down from 
a loftier height, and so the defenseless crea- 
ture rose, circle above circle, higher and 
higher, above the hills and above the moun- 
tains and above the morning clouds. The 
panting fugitive climbed with laboring wing, 
and all the while the eager hawk went 
screaming after, striving in vain to reach 
a loftier height from which to rush down 
like a thunderbolt and seize the prey. The 
dove was safe so long as she continued to 
soar. She had nothing to fear from the talons 
of her rapacious foe so long as she suffered 
nothing to entice her downward toward earth. 
But once let her cease to rise and her watch- 
ful enemy would soon reach a loftier ele- 
vation and from thence shoot down with 
deadly aim for her destruction.” 

So it is with us in our lifelong conflict 
with the seductions and temptations of the 
world. So long as we keep them under, we 
are safe. So long as we set our affections 
on things above, and continue to rise higher 
and higher in the successive attainments of a 
pure and blameless life, the world may 
toil after us with its temptations, in vain. 

To be sure of not sinking, we must never 
cease from the effort to rise. To win the 
crown of life, we have only to forget the 
things that are behind and lower, and press 
forward, upward to those that “are before.” 

North Rose, N. Y. Mrs. W. S. 


Thankful 


Dear Sister: 

The courage of the early Pilgrims is to be 
admired. They knew what they wanted and 
lost no time in obtaining it. Even so we know 
what God expects of His people and we 
cannot take the risk of losing the land of 
greater freedom because we are sitting down 
when we should be working, to make the 
most of our time. 

If our predecessors in the fight for spiritual 
freedom endured “the rack and the thumb- 
screw” and could rejoice in spite of it, there 
is no reason why our ground should be con- 
sidered so hard to till and turn over into a 
fruitful field of beautiful achievements in the 
land of favorable opportunities. Let us be 
thankful. 


South Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 
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Christ’s Pre-existence--Fact or Fable? 


T IS A MAJOR doctrine of Fundamental religion as 
| accepted by nearly all Christendom, that Christ pre- 
existed. They hold the position that at His birth of 
the Virgin Mary, instead of a completely new life being 
introduced into the world as the birth of other human 
beings, the reincarnation of a life already existent was 
taking place. In short, the belief in the Trinity, which 
critics admit is not upheld by any direct Scriptural state- 
ment, places Christ as one member of the God-head, co- 
equal, co-existent, and co-eternal with the Father; hence 
His birth was nothing more than a reincarnation of a life 
that had always existed. 

Such a belief does not seem sound, it does not contain 
the elements for reasonable thought and reflection, yet if 
God decreed it to be the truth why should erring man 
interpose his objection? There are Biblical statements 
that upon face value, or surface reading, seem to uphold 
the idea of Christ’s pre-existence. Among these are Jesus’ 
own words: “Before Abraham was, I am.” “And now, O 
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the 
glory which I had with thee before the world was.” “What 
and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he 
was before?” 

At the outset it should be clearly understood that while 
the doctrine that Christ did not exist until born of the 
Virgin Mary is not stated in so many words, it is con- 
firmed by the totality of Scriptural evidence witnessing 
to His mortal birth. There is much proof that Christ 
could not literally have been before Abraham, that He 
had not left the Father’s right hand and come down to 
earth to be born as an infant, that His life began with 
His birth and not untold ages in the past. 


Fundamental Heresies 


A work entitled Heresies Exposed, compiled by Wm. 
C. Irvine, seems .to take as a basis for comparison the 
fundamental doctrines of Christendom. Judging from this 
basis, the belief in the sleep of the dead in the grave, 
and conditional immortality; opposing the belief in the 
immortal soul, is a heresy. 

It is a heresy to teach annihilation; that “the wages of 
sin is death,” in place of eternal torment for the wicked. 

It is a heresy to teach that sin, in any and all of its 
manifestations is the only devil with which we have to 
contend. 

It is a heresy to teach that Christ was the Son of God, 
rather than an integral part of the Divine God-head incar- 
nated in the flesh, and that He never existed until born 
of the Virgin Mary. 

It is heresy to deny the existence of what is styled 
the blessed Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, God 
the Holy Spirit. 

It is heresy to teach that salvation is a personal matter, 
that man or woman must work out his or her ‘own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling,” and deny the doctrine 
of the atoning blood of Christ. 

In short, any doctrine which disagrees with the beliefs 
of the major denominations of the religious world is a 
heresy. 


Let us analyze this approach for signs of strength or 
weakness, The voice of the multitude is never the voice 
of God. Rarely ever is the majority opinion.the truth on 
any important question, economic or scientifié, and proof 
that it is right in the matter of religion is lacking. 

Nominal Christianity with is accretions of absurd, 
unscientific, unreasonable and cruel dogma, its meaning- 
less and mechanical forms, its endless divisions and 
janglings, is obviously not the religion of Jesus, the 
apostles, and prophets. In the words of a noted historian, 
“Christianity ... is a river into which have flowed tribu- 
taries from every side, from oriental religions, from Greek 
and Roman, from Celtic, Teutonic, Slav, and probably 
pre-Aryan, mingling their waters so that it is often hard 
to discover their faraway springs.” 


How We are to Determine Truth 


The Bible itself contains numerous statements which 
are more than straws to show which way the wind blows. 
They are vivid direction-signs to direct us away from 
error, and into truth. 

First: Truth is never possessed by the masses, and the 
multitudes will not be found in the right way. Jesus said: 
“Wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be that go in thereat.” And 
again: “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many won- 
derful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 
7: 22, 23). The “woman” of Revelation 17, seated upon 
the scarlet beast, “having a golden cup in her hand full 
of abominations and filthiness of her fornication,” had 
been so successful in her activities that of her it was said: 
“the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with 
the wine of her fornication.” Her cup being “full of 
abominations,” anything that poured forth from it was 
polluted and inebriating. 

The forecast in II Timothy 4 is to the effect that the 
great mass of religious teachers will not be teaching 
right: “For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap 
to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables.” The prophet Jeremiah, looking far 
ahead to the time when God will take a hand in the affairs 
of men, forecast the following: “The Gentiles shall come 
unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely 
our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein 
there is no profit” (Jer. 16:19). If all the churches, or 
even the most of them, have in their possession the truths 
of the Bible, why should it be said, the “Gentiles shall 
come from the ends of the earth” (depicting a large 
number and a general condition), and admit, “our fathers 
have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there 
is no profit”? 

Second: Adherents to the true teaching of the Bible 
will be in the minority. Jesus foretold that the condition 
of the religious world at His coming would be similar 
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to the days of Noah and of Lot. Only Lot and his two 
daughters believed God and thus escaped the holocaust 
that destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, cities of the plain. 
Only Noah, the preacher of righteousness, his wife, their 
three sons and their wives, believed God’s Word, that a 
destructive flood should visit the earth, and so saved 
their lives. 
“Multitudes are no mark, 
That you will right be found; 


But eight were saved in ark, 
While many thousands drowned.” 


The few were right, the many wrong. 

During Jesus’ ministry He was opposed by the whole 
body of priestcraft. Yet He was right, and they were 
wrong. Moses witnessed that God’s people were the 
“fewest of all people.” Peter foretold that in the day 
when the Day Star arises the saving knowledge would be 
as a light shining in a dark place. And Isaiah foretold 
that when the glory of the Lord arises in the last days, 
darkness will be covering the earth, and gross darkness 
the people (Isa. 60:2). The lesson is inescapable. The 
true religion will not be in the possession of a large 
proportion of mankind. 

Third: The wise and prudent of the world do not pos- 
sess the saving knowledge. Paul is specific in I Cor. 1: 26, 
27: “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble are called.” There are many intelligent and educated 
men among the ministers of the churches. In fact among 
the denominational ministry, and the priesthood of the 
Catholic Church, may be found some of the best educated 
men in the land. But that is no proof that they are right, 
but quite the reverse. Paul was an educated man, taught 
in the wisdom of the Greeks, beside being brought up at 
the feet of Gamaliel, an excellent teacher of the Pharisees, 
yet that was not the wisdom that he bore to the people 
to whom he preached. Paul said of himself: “And I, 
brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency 
of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony 
of God... And my speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, .. . that your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God” (I Cor. 2: 1, 4, 5,). Hence any doctrines that are 
sponsored by the learned men of today should be sub- 
ject to suspicion. The theory that Christ pre-existed is 
one of these doctrines. 


Pre-existence not Compatible with Truth 


As a church we reject the idea that Christ pre-existed. 
We have two reasons for our position, we do not believe 
that it is reasonable, and we do not believe that it is 
Scriptural. There are a number of texts which upon 
surface reading can seem to be construed to support the 
idea of His pre-existence. On the other hand, however, 
there is so much said to disprove that theory, that we 
cannot accept it. It might seem that this is acmitting 
there are contradictions in the Bible, but such is not the 
case. It is a lack of understanding on our part, in some 
cases incorrect translation of the original languages from 
which our English versions of the Bible are taken. Our 
founder taught us that in our study of the Bible we should 
take the general teaching on a given subject, and then 
find a way to harmonize the minority statements with the 
majority statements. 


Christ’s Nature—Scriptural Testimony 


Let us ascertain the general teaching on Chr‘st’s nature. 
Theology says He was a deity, one member of the God- 
head composed of three members, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit; that He had existed through all eter- 
nity past before His birth into the world. Let us compare 
this teaching with the Word. On the afternoon cf the 
day of His resurrection as Jesus expounded to the two 
disciples in the Emmaus walk the things concerning 
Himself, He went to the Scriptures. And that is the place 
for us to go, not to Origen, Augustine, Jerome, or any of 
the “fathers” of darkness. “And beginning at Moses, and 
all the prophets, he expounded to them in all the scrip- 
tures the things concerning himself.” 

We shall do as Jesus did, go to Moses. ‘The Lord thy 
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of 
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall 
hearken” (Deut. 18:15). This Prophet did not exist in 
the days of Moses, but was to be raised up, from the midst 
of them, of His brethren. Not that the personal Jesus was 
to be sent down from heaven, but He was to be raised up 
from among His brethren. And shortly after the first 
Pentecost Peter witnessed to the source from which Christ 
came: He was raised up from among His brethren. He 
added: “Unto you first God, having raised up his Son 
Jesus, sent him to bless you...” (Acts 2: 22, 26). God 
raised up His Son Jesus, not sent Him down from heaven. 
And again, He was to be raised up from among His 
brethren, not from among the heavenly hosts. 

It was also prophesied that Christ should be of the 
lineage of David. Speaking to King David, Samuel said: 
“And when thy days be fulfulled, and thou shalt sleep 
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, ... and 
I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for 
my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom 
for ever” (II Sam. 7:12, 13). The seed was not in exist- 
ence then, but Samuel foretold it would be after David 
slept with his fathers. And not only did Samuel fore- 
tell Christ’s future advent, but Isaiah did likewise. 
“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel” (Isa. 7: 14). The definition of concsive 
is, “To be pregnant with young.” It is the beginning of 
a life, not the first step in incarnation, or “The union of 
Divinity with humanity.” Christ did not already exist, 
but should be born of a virgin. The following verse is 
revealing: “Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may 
know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.” He did 
not know all things at the beginning, but had to eat that 
He might learn to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
Try to picture a deity, part of the God-head, who had 
always existed, having to learn obedience! 

The statement in Heb. 5:8, 9 confirms the words of 
Isaiah 7, and adds another feature, He had to be “made 
perfect.” “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, 
he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey him.” Let us ponder the incongruity of a God 
having to be made perfect, or learn obedience by the 
things which He suffered! This text lists another feature 
of Christ’s relation to the Father that we should observe. 
“Though he were a Son.” He was a Son, not an equal 
personage. He said, “My Father is greater than I.”’ No two 
persons can be one person. 
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Another revealing statement as to Jesus’ nature is 
found in Hebrews 2:7 and 9, it is declared that Jesus was 
made lower than the angels. “Thou madest him a little 
lower than the angels; thou crownest him with glory and 
honor, .. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honor.” He was made like His brethren: 
“Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like 
unto his brethren.” “For both he that sanctifieth and 
they who are sanctified are all of one.” (Heb. 2: 17,11). If 
He pre-existed, His brethren also could pre-exist. Moreover, 
He was tempted, “For in that he himself hath suffered being 
tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.” 
The deity cannot be tempted. “God cannot be tempted of 
evil” (James 1:18). Jesus Christ also suffered, a God 
could not suffer, and more, He died. If Christ had always 
pre-existed with the Father He must have been immortal, 
hence He could not have died on the cross. An immortal 
being cannot die. 


Seven If’s 


In the aforementioned work “Heresies Exposed,” in an 
attempt to buttress the belief that Christ was a part of 
the God-head the author lists seven if’s under the caption: 
“Christ’s Deity Seven Times questioned and Seven Times 
Affirmed.” The weakness of his argument is too obvious 
to be missed. The seven i/f’s are as follows: 

1. The If of Satan:—“If Thou art the Son of God”— 

2. The If of the Jews:—“lf thou be the Christ”— 

3. The If of the passers-by:—“If thou be the Son of 
God”’— 

4: The If of the Chief Priests:—“If He be the King 
of Israel”— 

5. The lf of the Rulers:—‘Let Him save Himself if He 
be the Christ”— 

7. Thelf of the malefactor :—“If Thou be the Christ”— 

The answers to these seven questions contain not the 
slightest suggestion of reference to a deity. The answers, 
in the order of questions, are as follows: 

God’s testimony:—‘This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” 

Christ’s testimony :— “I am the Son of God.” 

The Centurion’s testimony:—‘Truly this was the Son 
of God.” 

Nathanael’s testimony:—“Thou art the Son of God; 
Thou art the King of Israel.” 

Peier’s testimony:—“Thou art the Son of the living 
God.” 

Pilate’s testimony:—“This is the King of the Jews.” 

The other malefactor’s testimony:—“Dost not thou 
fear God,” seems irrelevant. 

Five times it was witnessed that Christ was the Son of 
God; once that He was the King of Israel, and once that 
He was the King of the Jews. These answers do not give 
the slightest suggestion that Christ was a deity, or any 
part of God, or He had pre-existed. Indeed, Christ was 
the Son of God, Jesus repeatedly made this statement. No 
son could be as old as his father nor older than his 
mother, and Christ’s sonship was no different. He was 
made of a woman, made under the law (Gal. 4: 4), and 
could not exist before the material from whence He came 
existed, any more than you or I or any other human 
being could exist before his mother. 

The angel Gabriel announced to the Virgin Mary that 
the Son of God should be born of her. In answer to her 


query how could that be, the angel answered: “The Holy 
Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing that 
shall be born of thee shalt be called the Son of God” 
(Luke 1:35). Notice it says “born of thee.” Born means 
“To bring forth or into being.” Again, there is no con- 
notation of incarnation. 

It is said that when Jesus was twelve years old He 
accompanied His parents to the feast of the Passover at 
Jerusalem, When He was twelve years old. If it were 
true that He had pre-existed perhaps it should have said 
twelve million and twelve years old, or twelve billion and 
twelve years old. 

(To be continued next issue) 





The Mustard Seed of Faith 


Jesus likened the Kingdom of Heaven to a grain of 
mustard. In that tiny grain lies surprising energy. Well 
dces the oriental farmer understand the latent power 
within those little grains. One seed allowed to grow, 
becomes a mighty tree. 

Jesus was aware of this tremendous energy when He 
used a grain of mustard seed as an illustration of the 
power of faith. The disciples had been unable to heal a 
lunatic. They could not understand why Jesus had been 
able to do so when they had failed. Jesus, reminding 
them of their unbelief, said, “If ye have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing 
shall be impossible unto you.” 

Jesus life stands as an eternal testimony that He so 
nourished His faith as to have it a thorough furnisher in 
every situation. So ample was His supply of faith that in 
the desperate and lonely hours of Gethsemane He could 
remain steadfast and unmovable through it all. 

And what of our faith? Does our little mustard seed 
of faith still remain dormant, or is it growing and filling 
our hearts, enabling us to remove the ugly mountains of 
sin? 

The promise of “nothing shall be impossible unto you” 
is not to be had by simply asking for it. Such it not 
God’s plan for us. His requisite has been and always will 
be a perfect, spotless character. Nothing else will suffice. 
God is seeking only those who will develop real moral 
strength through the discipline of trial and temptation. 

A real, working faith grows amid the storms of life. 
Night in the eye of the storm, faith finds its most pro- 
ductive soil. The sturdiest tree is not found in the shelter 
of a forest, but high upon some rocky crag where its 
‘aily battle with the elements shapes it into a thing of 
heauty. So it is with us. Though our pathway leads 
through vales of sorrow, distress, and temptations, if we 
will tend well our field of faith, the mountains of sin will 
surely disappear. Then we shall walk in fruitful plains 
and partake of the luscious fruits of contentment and 
peace, which we know spring up speedily wherever the 
seeds of faith are sown. 

What though the testings sometimes seem severe, 
the trials long and harsh, for every cry of need comes 
His answer, “Be not afraid.” 

Remember, faith can change any situation, and it 
alone can prepare us for the day when faith shall be 
‘ost in sight. 
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Heavier the Cross 


Heavier the cross the stronger faith; 

The loaded palm strikes deeper root; 
The vine juice sweetly issueth 

When men have pressed the clustered fruits; 
And courage grows where dangers come 
Like pearls beneath the salt sea foam. 


Heavier the cross the heartier prayer, 
The bruised herbs most fragrant are 
If sky and wind were always fair 
The sailor would not watch the star; 
And David’s psalms had ne’er been sung 
If grief his heart had never wrung. 


Heavier the cross the more aspiring; 
From vales we climb to mountain’s crest; 
The pilgrim of the desert tiring, 
Longs for the Canaan of his rest. 
The dove has here no rest in sight, 
And to the ark she wings her flight. 


Heavier the cross the easier dying; 
The death to sin we sooner see. 
Life’s decay one bids defying; 
From its distress one then is free. 
The cross sublimely lifts our faith 
To Him who triumphed over death. 


Thou blessed Lord! the cross I carry— 
May it a sure and lasting Teacher be; 
And lest I faint while here I tarry, 
Implant Thou such a heart in me 
That faith, hope, love may flourish there 
Till for the cross my crown I wear. 





"Shine Inside” 


¢¢QHINE INSIDE.” What a message there is in those 

two words! We can shine inside and as we shine 
inside, the radiance and glow of the inside will illuminate 
our countenance. We will have our minds dwelling con- 
tinually on the things that are true, honest, just, pure, 
lovely and of good report, everything that pertains to 
the higher life. 

Every true Christian will be beaming with the light 
of hope and faith in God’s Word within. He will possess 
a determination in serving the Eternal that nothing can 
swerve. The dark clouds of discouragement and despair 
and the storms of life cannot extinguish that inner light 
of courage and cheer; for, like a plane, seeking the high, 
clear altitude, they soar high into the clear atmosphere 
of the sunshine of His grace. They are becoming rulers 
of their mental kingdom—masters of their thoughts. 
Jesus warns that it is what comes from within that defiles 
a man, not that which is without. If evil and doubt is 
ruling, all will be darkness within. 

Faith in God’s Word is a necessity. Without it we can 
never shine inside. Every day we live by faith of some 
sort. When we arise in the morning, we stand in full 
confidence that the floor will support our weight. We eat 
the food that others have prepared for us. We take 
medicine, the formula of which we do not understand. 
The broader our experience becomes, the more we depend, 


usually quite unconsciously, upon people and things 
around us. So it is with every true follower of Jesus. We 
must gain confidence and assurance and place complete 
trust in our Eternal Father for He will never fail nor 
forsake us. He will fulfill all His promises for His Word 
is “True and Faithful.” 

Christian faith grows and shines within by exercise. 
It shines brighter by increased use. It needs daily attention 
by prayer and an earnest seeking of the right way. All 
the dark corners of our thought-chamber must become 
lightened with thoughts of divinity—light straight from 
the Source of light. Then by exercising our faith we can 
cast a beam of sunshine and happiness to those around 
us, that they too, by reflection, may be stimulated to 
greater exercise of their faith. 

We are admonished in Matt. 5: 16, “Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 

Someone showing a massive piece of her family’s 
silver, apologized as she took it down from the shelf. 
“It is dreadfully tarnished; I cannot keep it bright 
unless I use it.” Christian living is like that. Knowledge 
we have gained will have little or no meaning or glow 
unless we practice it. By daily, hourly and momentary 
practice in thought and deed, the radiance of our deep, 
inward faith will glow and shine out through our whole 
being. The ultimate truth is that it lies within ourselves. 
We are the masters of our own fates and fortunes. 

Clean, elevating thoughts are theirs who are 
becoming pure of heart and sending out a glow; but 
low and degrading thoughts gather like dark clouds to 
the man whose imagination is a home of corruption. 

The wise man tells us in Prov. 15:15, “All the days 
of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart 
hath a continual feast.” A merry heart is indeed a 
continual feast, for he delights his soul to the full with 
the hope of something better than this short, fleeting life. 
He not only receives the hundredfold of blessings in 
this life but will, in the end, receive life everlasting. 

Would we not all like to have life? A life that will 
never end? Eternity with an abundant, ceaseless, happi- 
ness can be ours if we daily exercise our faith until every 
dark corner of our minds shines forth with a brilliant 
glow of truth and righteousness. 


— 
HOW SWEET, HOW HEAVENLY 


How sweet, how holy is the life 
Of those that love the Lord; 
They in each other’s peace delight, 
And so fulfill the Word. 


When each can feel his brother’s sigh 
And with him bear a part; 

When sorrow flows from eye to eye, 
And joy from heart to heart. 


When free from envy, scorn and pride, 
As bidden from above, 

We help one cast his sins aside— 
We show a brother’s love. 


Love is the golden chain that binds 
The happy Christian throng; 

And when it fills our hearts and minds, 
Love helps us shun the wrong. 
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December 25-- What is it? 


We have often quoted in these columns the following 
lines from a Washington, D. C. paper: “Though 600,000, 
000 Christians the world over celebrate Christmas year 
after year, comparatively few are aware that the observ- 
ance can be traced to pagan festivals antedating Chris- 
tianity many centuries. Contrary to popular belief, Christ- 
mas is not the anniversary of the birth of Christ. It is 
evident that Christ was not born at Christmas time, for 
the Bible says the flocks were out grazing, and that does 
not happen in the Holy Land in midwinter. The actual 
date was probably some time in the spring. When the 
New Style calendar was adopted, the observance fell on 
Dec. 25. That period was already the main pagan festival 
—the feast of the winter solstice—and it was natural to 
celebrate the Christian festival at the same time. 

“Though Christmas is a Christian celebration, it has 
borrowed many rites from the pagan festivities of Europe 
and Asia. Before the Christian era people used to fear 
that the sun was dying when the days grew short and dark 
in the month that is now December, and when the days 
lengthened, they would rejoice and celebrate because the 
sun was coming back to them.” 

To say that December 25 is the birthday of Jesus Christ, 
to acknowledge it even by a greeting, is a falsehood of the 
darkest hue, a fiction which no educated person cares or 
dares to defend as a fact in these day. 

Mr. Ripley, the famous cartoonist, informs the world 
in his well-known feature, “Believe It Or Not,’ that 
“December 25 was celebrated as the birthday of a god 
by five different nations thousands of years before Christ 
... Chinese, ... Druids,... Egyptians,... Persians... 
and Romans.” Mr. Ripley is correct, only he has under- 
stated the case. Many other nations, notably the Teutonic 
and Scandinavian barbarians, also kept this season as 
one of their highest and most lawless festivals. 

New Year’s Day, so-called, is of the same piece in its 
origins. “On January Ist, the Roman New Year’s Day, 
the new consuls were conducted into office, and for at 
least three days high festival was kept. . . As at the 
Saturnalia, masters drank and gambled with slaves. In 
another discourse Libanius speaks of processions on the 





eve of the festival. Few people, he says, go to bed; most 
go about the streets with singing and leaping and all 
sorts of mockery. The severest moralist utters no blame 
on this occasion. When morning begins to dawn they 
decorate their houses with laurels and other greenery, 
and at daybreak may go to bed to sleep off their intoxi- 
cation, [Little change in twenty centuries]. . . This class 
of customs has often, especially in the first millennium 
of our era, been the object of condemnation by ecclesi- 
astics, and represents the old paganism which Chris- 
tianity failed to extinguish.” 

“We find then many pagan practices concealed beneath 
a superficial Christianity—often under the mantle of 
some saint—but side by side with these are many usages 
never Christianized even in appearance, and obviously 
identical with heathen customs against which the Church 
thundered in the days of her youth. Grown old and toler- 
ant, she has long since ceased to attack them.”—Hastings’s 
Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics. 

You may ask, “What harm is there in observing 
December 25 and January 1, since all the world do it? What 
difference does it make?” 

The difference is precisely that between right and 
wrong, truth and error. Observance of these dates has 
always been and still is pagan, and no whitewash can 
make them Scriptural. The Bible says that it is vain, 
useless, harmful. The issue is clearly and sharply defined; 
there is no middle ground. Paganism and Christianity 
are and always have been deadly enemies. True Christians 
will not follow pagan customs, for to do so is to betray 
their faith by loving its enemies. Two direct commands 
govern our conduct in this matter: “Learn not the ways 
of the heathen” (“Never learn to live like pagans”’— 
Moffatt) ; also, “Observe the month of Abib” (Jer. 10:1; 
Deut. 16:1), not the Roman Saturnalia cr the Kalends 
of January. This, God helping us, we will continue to do. 
Why not you? 





ee 


Subscribers who wish to present the Xmas evidence to 
their friends at this season can secure help by sending 
for copies of tracts which give reasons why true anniver- 
sary of Christ’s truth comes in the spring. 





God 's 


It is a guide; 

By it abide; 

In it confide. 

When you have lied 
It will not hide 
Your crooked stride 
Till sin has died. 


God’s Word defend; 
(Don’t just pretend). 
Its light now send 

To foe and friend, 
Their hearts to rend 
From evil trend: 
Their souls to mend. 


May I give ear, 
God’s Word to hear 
And always fear 
Its precepts dear 
My soul to rear; 
My heart to cheer; 
To dry each tear. 


It is a flare, 

A light to bear; 
A sword to wear, 
To do and dare. 

It lifts each care; 
Makes faces fair, 
Our joys to share. 


Word 


In it you must 

Put now your trust: 
But if you lust 

You’ll surely rust: 
Beneath earth’s crust 
You’ll turn to dust— 
For God is just. 


Do not be slow 

Your zeal to show. 
Where’ere you go 
God’s Word now sow; 
His trumpet blow; 
His life-line throw 

To friend and foe. 


Do not delay: 
God’s Word obey 
Your “old man” slay 
And always pray 
That God may say, 
In coming day, 
“Here is your pay.” 


Be not like Cain, 

All lust restrain; 

From sin abstain; 

The world disdain; 

In Truth remain; 

With Christ you’ll reign, 
In His domain—Forever! 
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Diet 


HE SUBJECT of diet is one of the foremost topics of 
the present day in public interest. The whole world 
is food-conscious. Experts on the subject are saying that 
physically you become what you eat—that your whole 
body is really composed of the food that you have eaten 
in the past. What you eat today, they say, will be in your 
blood stream after the lapse of so many hours, and it is 
your blood stream that builds all the tissues composing 
your body—and there you are. 

This is all true as far as it goes. But I am going to 
deal with the subject of dieting which is far more 
reaching in its effects. I refer, of course, to mental dieting. 

The most important of al] factors in your life is the 
mental diet on which you live. It is food which you 
furnish to your mind that determines the whole character 
of your life. It is the thoughts that you allow yourself 
to think, the subjects that you allow your mind to dwell 
upon, which make you and your surroundings what they 
are. 

You cannot be healthy, you cannot be happy, you cannot 
be successful if you have a bad disposition. If you are 
sulky, or surly, or cynical or depressed, or superior, your 
life cannot possibly be worth living. Unless you are 
determined to cultivate a good disposition, you may as 
well give up all hope of getting anything worthwhile 
out of life. 

In short, if you want to make your life happy and worth- 
while, you must begin immediately to train yourself in 
the habit of thought selection and thought control. 

A writer in a current periodical thinks that the way to 
mental peace would be seven days of mental discipline. He 
has expressed the idea that after a week of mental 
dieting, an individual would acquire so much peace of 
mind that never again would he want to go back to the 
old way of thinking. One of the ways, he said, to do this 
is by no negative thinking, that is, no thought of failure, 
disappointment or trouble, no thought of criticism, or 
spite, or jealousy, sickness or accident. 

He went on to say that it is not the thoughts that come 
to you that matter, but only such of them as you choose to 
entertain or dwell upon. When the negative thought floats 
in your mind, turn it out and think of something else. You 
must not, under any pretense, allow your mind to dwell 
on any thought that is not positive and constructive. If 
you hear disagreeable news, perhaps by letter or tele- 
phone, or see crimes and disasters announced in the 
newspaper headings, let it pass. These things do not 
matter as long as you do not entertain them. In fact, it 
is these things that provide the discipline that is going 
to transform you during this epoch-making week. When 
these negative thoughts come into your mind, turn them 
out and think of something else—best of all, think of God. 
Think of His wisdom and truth and how that He has 
infinite power. We can see God everywhere and we know 
that He knows everything. 

These ideas were all very good as far as they went. 
But the only thing that the author had in view was just 
a happier life now. He had never studied God’s Word to 
know that God has offered a great reward for right think- 
ing on His Word—such as I Cor. 2: 9: “Eye hath not seen 





nor ear heard, ... the things that God hath prepared for 
them that love him.” 

After studying God’s Word to find the way to right 
thinking, we realize it to be far from easy to change one’s 
thought patterns and habitual reactions. It presents a 
most difficult but fascinating task. But we know our 
efforts will be richly rewarded. 

Once having decided what is right, it will take relent- 
less courage to live up to that decision. Although the 
world seems to be rocking with turmoil and international 
unrest, while apprehension and upheaval trouble the 
hearts of men, a Word-of-God-fed mind will enable you to 
keep your thoughts positive, optimistic and kindly while 
the outer picture is rocking. Keep it so in spite of any 
appearance, and a glorious victory is certain. 

As we read what the wise man said, “As he thinketh in 
his heart so is he,” or in other words, the thoughts make 
the man. If we think high, our deeds will grow, and if 
we think small, we will fall behind, and in the end, become 
a failure, fit only to be cast out. The prophet says, “Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him: and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.” Then he continues, 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways... and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.” The wise man also says, “Be not 
wise in thine own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from 
evil.” We must not be wise in our own wisdom, but we 
must lay aside all our carnal] thoughts and receive God’s 
thoughts. 

Bible students know that a good way to keep the mind 
in subjection is by learning Scriptural texts on different 
subjects that will help in time of temptation. When being 
tempted to get angry, the Scripture-nourished Christian 
quickly relies on Proverbs 16: 32 that tells us, to subdue 
and put to death that angry spirit. 

Paul tells us, to forget the things which are behind 
and rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 3:13; 4: 4); to be 
rejoicing always in our many blessings. 

When trouble comes our way, stop thinking of it. It 
may be ill health, finance, or an accident, or whatever it 
is, become so absorbed in thoughts for God that it will 
drive the thought of the difficulty right out of your con- 
sciousness; and finally, in closing, think of Phil. 4:8: 
“Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things.” 


re a ~~ -_ 


Psychologists claim that anger sends poison into the 
blood stream, makes the blood pressure zoom to new highs 
and even in some cases kills. 





Ged cannot make use of anyone in league with sin. 
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The Effect of Thought 


“BE CAREFUL of your thoughts, they may break 
into words at any time,” is a meaningful warning 
for us all. 

Thought is the first action of the mind of man. It 
precedes all action and all spoken words, whether they are 
good or bad. Jesus tells us in Mark 7: 21, “For from 
within out of the heart of man proceed evil thoughts.” 

Thoughts determine the mind’s worth and wealth, 
as horsepower indicates the power potential of a motor. 
We cannot hide from ourselves, much less from God, the 
things that take place deep in our minds. And we cannot 
do anything to reverse the consequences of the law of 
thought. We are what we think. Our words aye but 
thought reflection. We have been reminded from the 
pulpit, “You can tell by the type of one’s conversation 
the train of his thoughts.” 

We humans do three kinds of thinking. We think of the 
various things that we would like to do, our own desires. 
Many of us never get beyond this point of thinking. The 
motto cf such people is, “Where do we go from here?” 
and, ‘““‘When do we eat?” 

A second kind of thinking is wishful thinking. We 
wish we did not have to do this and so go on daydreaming, 
but do little to make our dreams become realities. 

The third kind of thinking is what we may call con- 
structive reasoning, It is the hardest work on earth and 
few there be who will pay the price to bring their minds 
into subjection to the controlled thinking that really 
builds. “Thinking, not growth, matures mankind.” 

Thoughts are things; they are the great workers which 
transform or deform life. We are the ones to determine 
on which level we shall do our thinking. Though we cannot 
always know what the results will be, they will follow as 
sure as night follows day. We cannot climb uphill and go 
downhill at the same time, neither can we think weak, 
sinful and fearful thoughts and grow strong spiritually 
by this process. The ultimatum must be to think and to 
think right, for dominant thought finds its way to domi- 
nant action. 

Prayer is often our highest form of creative thinking. 
Forgiveness is thinking which is aware of its own weak- 
ness. Hope is thinking with its eyes on the sunrise. Faith 
is thinking which sees no unsurmountable obstacles. God 
gave us minds with which we can think constructive 
thoughts and by doing this, we can work out our own sal- 
vation. He also has set this law and we cannot evade it: 
“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 

The “happiness of your life depends on the quality of 
your thoughts, therefore guard accordingly ; and take care 
that you entertain no motives unsuitable to virtue.” 

It would be profitable to make it a life maxim: 

“What we are afraid to do before men, we should be 
afraid to think before God.” 





What we are depends upon our quality of thought. If 
we think big, we’re going to be big. It pays to surround 
one’s self with inspiring, helpful, uplifting thoughts. 





Praying frequently helps us to pray fervently. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(Continued from page 11) 
of this verse but not the sense. We have followed a word 
for word translation of the Greek, and also because of the 
facts as we find them recorded. The two witnesses were 
o be clothed in sackcloth, they were to be trodden down 
for 1260 years. So long as they were teaching the truth or 
prophesying, they could not be said to be trodden down or 
elcthed in the sackcloth of the Apostasy; therefore their 
witnessing or speakng for God ceased, came to an end, or 
was finished, by the beast arising and putting them to 
death. 

Then v. 8 completes the picture: “And their dead bodies 

hall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually 
is called Sodcm and Egypt.” What great city is this? The 
city of darkness, As the faithful are called a “holy city,” 
so also the forces of darkness are termed a “city” (see 
Rev. 17: 18). 

We shall now read Rev. 11:9, 10 from Moffatt’s 
translation: “For three days and a half men from all 
yeoples and tribes and tongues and nations look at their 
corpses, refusing to let their corpses be buried; and the 
dwellers on earth shall gloat over them and rejoice, 
sending presents to congratulate one another—for these 
two prophets were a torment to the dwellers on earth.” 
Spensors of the easy way always have abhorred the truth, 
that the way to life is narrow and difficult, and they 
taught the people to abhor it. Kindreds and nations 
rejoiced when they had silenced or put to death those 
who witnessed for God. For centuries the Catholic Church 
would not allow the people to read the Word of God nor 
would the Church proclaim it. No one was taught that to 
be saved he must wash and be clean, cease to do evil and 
learn to do well; that to gain the promised rest, he must 
cleanse from all filthiness of the flesh and walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus. The people rejoiced when they no 
longer heard these words of reproof and warning, and 
could console themselves with the thought that Jesus had 
done all the work for them. 

It says in verse 11 that the “two witnesses” lay dead 
for three days and a half. The word here rendered days 
is the same word that is many times translated years, 
1s it should be in this case. We should use the Bible rule 
of “a day for a year” in this as well as other references 
‘o prophetic time, which makes it 1260 years, the time in 
which truth lay dead; and then all is harmony. The blessed 
Bible was not destroyed; God had a watchful care over 
His Word. 

The fulfil’ment of Rev. 11:12 comes after the great 
battle of Armageddon has been fought, and the King of 
kings has brought all nations into subjection to His 
peaceful rule. The text reads: “And they heard a great 
voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And 
they ascended un to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies 
‘eheld them.” The present political heavens or rulers of 
earth shall pass away, and Christ and His bride shall 
ascend into the political heavens to rule the world in 
righteousness. This will bring into being the forecast of 
v, 15, “The kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ (His body or Church) 
and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 





The longer you put off a job the harder it becomes to do. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.” (Proverbs 
16: 32). 


This passage of Scripture emphasizes a truth with 
which every mature, experienced individual should be fa- 
miliar; that it is much easier to give orders to someone 
else than to rule and contro] oneself. 

Mora] strength is as far superior to domineering, as 
intellect surpasses brute strength. It is easy enough for 
us to tell a man what we think of him when in a rage, but 
it takes strength of character and moral fortitude to sit 
down and calmly point out to him where he is wrong, with 
the only motive that of getting him to see the error of 
his way and of setting him right. History lists the names 
of numerous great generals and military leaders, men 
who could win victories on the battlefield, but how few of 
these men could master themselves! Perhaps the classic 
example of this was Alexander the Great, who conquered 
the then known world in the short space of twelve years, 
and then died a drunkard when only 32 years of age. 

Many people go through life under the misconception 
that anger is a justifiable human weakness, and that oft- 
times the end justifies the means. They believe that a 
man who would not assert himself occasionally, and re- 
inforce his demands with a display of temper, would be 
a spineless creature, devoid of individuality; he would 
lack just that much of being a man. But God’s thoughts 
on this matter run directly counter to this. His Word 
declares that anger is a fruit of the flesh and must 
be dispensed with. The apostle Paul in his letter to the 
Ephesians (4:26) combats the viewpoint that anger is 
not sin by asking the question, “Be ye angry, and sin 
not? let not the sun go down upon your wrath,” or in 
other words, do not let the day of salvation close and find 
you still getting angry. And then to make his point doubly 
clear, he adds (vs. 31, 32), “Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice. And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 

If this principle of being kind, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another were always practiced, what a peaceful state 
of affairs would exist on earth! Misunderstandings be- 
tween individuals could then be ironed out amicably, 
feuds between families would cease to be, and civil or 
foreign wars no longer be the curse of mankind. 

In Psalm 37: 8, 9, we are commanded to “cease from 
anger and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to 
do evil. For evildoers shall be cut off.” Obviously, getting 
angry is doing evil, and if persisted in will occasion our 
being cut off with the evil doers. In Proverbs 27: 4 wrath 
is said to be cruel, and anger outrageous; and can we im- 
agine the Almighty being pleased with such demonstra- 
tions of untamed human traits? Again in Ecclesiastes 7: 
9 we are are told that “anger resteth in the bosom of 
fools.” How many times we have admitted to ourselves— 
even if we lacked the honesty to admit it openly—that 


we have made fools of ourselves when we lost our temper! 

We should learn to govern ourselves for our physical 
well-being if for no other reason. It has been said that 
every time we get angry we drive one more nail into our 
coffin. Medical science has shown repeatedly that a fit 
of anger is injurious to the physical system. When the 
adrenalin, the powerful secretion of the suprarenal gland 
is thrown out into the blood stream as in a fit of anger, its 
harmful effect is very great. Anger and wrath are propen- 
sities belonging to the animal kingdom, and have no place 
in the life of a Christian. 

Perfection of character is a quality demanded of all 
who meet the approval of the great Judge, and one factor 
entering into that perfection is patience: “But let pa- 
tience have her perfect work that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing.” Our Master Himself was a 
great example of patience, and when forewarning His 
disciples of the tribulations that were to befall them, 
warned, “In your patience, possess ye your souls.” In 
Romans 5:3, 4 the apostle Paul noted that tribulation 
works patience, and patience experience, and experience 
hope, and hope maketh not ashamed. In Hebrews 6: 12 
faith and patience are virtues indispensable to the one 
who would inherit the promises, while in II Peter 1:6 
we are to add to our temperance patience, and to patience 
godliness. 

The man considered mighty from the human stand- 
point does not have to possess the noble qualities ex- 
pressed in the foregoing Scripture passages. He does not 
have to become slow to anger or learn to govern himself. 
He can be solicitous to the person who happens to appeal 
to him, to those who agree with his way of thinking, but 
he can storm and rage, and plan to injure those who dare 
cross him. But not so with the follower of the meek and 
lowly Jesus. He must be patient, not only with the good 
and gentle, but also with the froward. 

Many factors enter into the conduct of the man who 
knows how to rule himself. We must learn to control our 
appetite, and not eat or drink things we know are injuri- 
ous to our system just because we like them. We are 
commanded in I Cor. 10:31, “Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
Whether what we are doing is to the glory of God is a 
thought which must enter into every activity of life. We 
should not overtax our physical system by indulging in 
too strenuous exercise, such as competitive games and 
races that may weaken the heart and impair the health. 
Even our thoughts must be brought into subjection and 
controlled, as mind greatly affects matter. Thinking 
low, sensual thoughts, degrades us, for as a man “think- 
eth in his heart, so is he”; likewise thinking pure, up- 
lifting thoughts, lifts us to a higher plane, and draws us 
nearer to God. If we allow our temporal affairs to be so 
arranged that we must spend so much time making a liv- 
ing that we have no time left to live, or to work for eter- 
nal salvation, we are not showing moderation. 

The future management of this earth under Christ as 
the great King is to be entrusted to the men and women 
who now learn to govern themselves. They will occupy 
the highest position in God’s new heaven on earth. 
Through virtue of the lessons they learned through life, 
and the characters they formed by strict self-discipline, 
they will be accounted worthy of being joint-heirs with 
Christ and reigning with Him when peace, plenty and 
God’s glory fill the earth as the waters cover the sea. 





Questions and Answers 


Who are the two witnesses of Revelation 11? 


The Old and New Testaments—The prophet Daniel 
foretold that a great power would arise which would 
“speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of the Most High, and think to change times 
and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a 
time and times and the dividing of time.” This same 
power would “cast down the truth to the ground; and it 
practiced, and prospered.” These positive statements are 
found in Dan. 7: 25; 8:12. 

When the powers of darkness succeeded in silencing or 
putting to death the saints, all who kept the command- 
ments of God, they had accomplished their dire purpose 
of casting down the truth to the ground. This is the time 
mentioned by Jesus in His parable of the virgins: “While 
the bridegrocm tarried, they all slumbered and slept” 
(Matt. 25:5). Christ, the Bridegroom, ascended to the 
Father, soon the great Apostasy set in, and at length all 
went to sleep; asleep spiritually speaking. That is why 
the truth was said to be cast down to the ground; no one 
was awake to proclaim the life-giving and God-sent truths 
of His Word. On the other hand, the false teachers were 
wide awake to teach and proclaim false doctrines. 

The apostle Paul, as well as Jesus and Daniel, foretold 
this condition, and wrote in II Tim. 4: 2—4, “Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 
What the Apostle here termed being turned unto fables, 
in II Thess. 2:3 he calls “a falling away” from the truth, 
caused by the emergence of the “man of sin,” composed 
of the great papal and Mohammedan powers, the one 
ruling at Rome, and the other at Constantinople. History 
records these events in detail. 

In the light of the foregoing we are prepared to study 
Revelation 11. We find that the angel gives the Apostasy 
the same length of time that Daniel does, “And there was 
given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, 
saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the 
altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which 
is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it 
is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they 
tread under foot forty and two months” (vs. 1, 2). 

Notice that the command was to rise and measure the 
temple of God. What is the temple of God? In II Cor. 
6:16 we read: “What agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God.” 
God’s people are His temple. The court which was without 
they were commanded not to measure, for it was given 
unto the Gentiles; that is, they were to measure the time 
that the temple of God—His people, the holy city—should 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, but were not to measure 
Gentiles times, 

Some might wonder why we say the “holy city” means 
the people of God. Jesus said in Matt. 5: 14, speaking to 
His disciples, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on a hill cannot be hid.” And in Isa. 60: 14 and 62: 
12 we find, “They shall call thee, The city of the Lord... 
And they shall call them The holy people, The redeemed 
of the Lord: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city 
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not forsaken.” The temple and the holy city are terms 
which designate the people of God and the light of truth 
which dwells in them. From these verses we learn that 
the people of God and the truth of the Most High, were 
to be trodden under foot, worn out or cast to the ground, 
as Daniel prophesied, for 42 months. 

How long in Bible time is 42 months? Prophetic Bible 
time is reckoned 30 days to a month; thus 42 months 
would equal 1260 days. But must they be twenty-four 
hour days? There is a Bible rule to govern us in our 
reckoning of prophetic time. It is found in Num. 14: 33, 
34 and Ezek. 4:6, “Each day for a year. . . I have 
appointed thee each day for a year.” Thus we have just 
1260 years, during which time “they all slumbered and 
slept,” as Jesus said they would. Remember, both Rev. 
11:2 and Matt. 25:5 are Jesus’ words. 

Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott renders the latter part of 
Rev. 11:3 as “having been clothed with sackcloth.” This 
makes it plain that the giving of life to the two witnesses 
and their speaking for God, or prophesying—that is, 
teaching the truth—is after they had been clothed with 
sackcloth, or in a fallen or cast down condition, for 1260 
days; and applying the rule of a year for each day, would 
make it 1260 years. The sackcloth condition would be the 
same as the treading under foot, or the worn-out state, 
and would cover the same time—1260 years. 

The word “witnesses” is defined: “Testimony, evidence, 
proof, to bring forward evidence, to call a witness, to 
testify.” Those who speak the word of God are His 
witnesses. 

We read in v. 4: “These are the two olive trees, and the 
two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.” 
By turning to Zech. 4:2, 3, 11—13, we read that the 
Prophet saw “a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl on 
the top of it; and his seven lamps thereon. . . and two 
olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and 
the other on the left side thereof.” He spake to the angel 
that talked with him, and asked, “What are these, my 
lord?” The angel answered: “This is the word of the Lord 
unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power (of 
man), but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” They are 
the Word of the Lord and those who proclaim it. 

In verse 11 the Prophet asked: “What are these two 
olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon 
the left side thereof?” The angel answered, “These are 
the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole 
earth.” God’s faithful servants are the two olive trees: 
called two because taken out of Jew and Gentile. Paul will 
tell in II Cor. 1:21 who does the anointing: “Now he 
which stablisheth us with you in Christ and hath anointed 
us, is God.” Andin I John 2: 27 we are told the composition 
of the anointing oil, we are anointed with the truth. 

Verses 5 and 6 apply to the time after Christ’s coming 
when His judgments are in the earth, when the people 
of God, have power with Him, when He as their King 
rides forth “conquering and to conquer” (Rev. 6:2). In 
vs. 7 and 8 we are carried back to the time which is 
covered by verses 2 and 3, when the two witnesses lie 
dead. 

In v. 7 we find stated when this treading down or sack- 
cloth condition began: “And when they shall have com- 
vleted their testimony, that wild beast ascending out of 
the abyss will make war with them, and will conquer 
them, and kill them.” Notice we have changed the wording 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Out of Touch 


Only a smile, yes, only a smile... That a woman 
o'erburdened with grief Te Expected from you; twould 
have given relief . .. For her heart ached sore the while; 
... But weary and cheerless she went away ... Because, 
as it happened, that very day ... you were "out of touch” 
with your Lord. 


Only a word, yes, only a word... That the Master's 
voice whispered “Speak”... But the worker passed on- 
ward unblessed and weak... Whom you were meant 
to have stirred... To courage, devotion, and love anew 


... Because when the message came to you... You were 
Ww n . 
out of touch” with your Lord. 


Only a note, yes, only a note... loa friend m a 
distant land... The voice said "write, ” but then you 


had planned . .. Some different work, and you thought 
_.. It mattered little. You did not know... 'Twould 
have saved a soul from sin and woe... You were “out 
of touch” with your Lord. 


Only a song, yes, only a song... That the voice said 
"Sing tonight ars Thy voice 1s thy Master's by pur- 
chased right” . .. But you thought, "Mid this motley 
throng ... Il care not to sing of the city of gold” . oa 
And the heart that your words might have reached 


grew cold... You were “out of touch” with your Lord. 


Only a day, yes, only a day!... But oh, can you 
guess, my friend... Where the influence reaches, and 
where it will end... Of the hours you frittered away? 
_.. The Master’s command is "Abide in me”... And 
fruitless and vain will your service be... If “out of 


touch” with your Lord. 
—Sel. and alt. 











